WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, OCTOBER 08, 2024  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
MEETING MINUTES

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor - P, Patti Sargent Clerk - P, Deb Harris Treasurer - P, Laura Anderson Trustee - P & George Dufresne Trustee – P.

1. Approval of Agenda: Anderson made a motion to approve the agenda. Dufresne seconded. Everyone in favor, none opposed. The agenda stands approved. 
2. Approval of September 10, 2024, Township Board meeting minutes. Sargent moved to approve the minutes. Harris seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed. The September 10, 2024, meeting minutes stand approved. 
3. Public comment: Limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Kim Cyr, Muskegon County Board, reported that the Muskegon County Airport has selected Denver Air to serve the area with flights to and from Chicago.
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members) Next month the clerk will be swearing in the new officers from the November 5th election.
5. Old (Unfinished) Business: 
A. Ordinances 60-2024, 61-2024, 62-2024, 63-2024 are now in effect.
B. ORV Ordinance 64-2024. Old Channel Trail has been omitted from ORV accessibility due to its curves and lack of visibility. Sargent moved to approve the ordinance. Dufresne seconded. Anderson asked about the helmet requirement. The helmet requirement comes from the state of Michigan. This ordinance will be policed by the state DNR. Roll Call: Patti Sargent - Yes, Deb Harris - Yes, Laura Anderson – Yes, George Dufresne – Yes, & Ronald Bailey – Yes. The motion passed. Ordinance 64-2024 has been approved.
6. New Business: 
A. Culvert Repair / Replace  on Lehman Road. The township received letters from the MCRC about two failing culverts on Lehman Road, north of Meinert, needing repair.  Our cost will be $2500.00 for each culvert. Sargent moved to repair culvert C01-024 and culvert C01-096 at a total cost of $5,000.00 to the township. Anderson seconded the motion. Roll Call: Patti Sargent - Yes, Deb Harris - Yes, Laura Anderson – Yes, George Dufresne – Yes, & Ronald Bailey – Yes. The motion passed. Culverts C01-024 and C01-096 will be repaired.
B. Election Poll workers Nominated:  Susan Lloyd, Susan Levy, Margaret Kline, Lauren Wackernagel, Marianne Delevan, Pat Slota, Patti Sargent, Janet Graham, Brian Thompson. Sargent moved to accept these nominations for the November 5, 2024 election. Harris seconded. All in favor, none opposed. The nominations have been accepted.
C. Election November 5, 2024. At this time 364 Absentee ballots have been sent out and 90 have been sent back. 

7. Reports:
A. Financial September 2024 report: Harris noted the financials.
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege. Schmiege reported he is getting many phone calls from out-of-state people interested in the building requirements in our township. Last month he had 2 site reviews, one approved and one denied. He would like to remind residents not to place temporary signs in the road right-of-way. In addition, permanent business signs need to be placed 15 feet further back from the road right-of-way. Howell reported that two certified letters have been sent out regarding garbage/blight on property. He is waiting to hear if they have been received. Howell has been planting trees at Hubbard Cemetery and it looks very nice. He is asking for $1200.00 to purchase 4 more trees. Harris said there should be money in the cemetery budget. Dufresne moved to approve $1200.00 to purchase 4 more trees. Anderson seconded. Roll Call: Patti Sargent - Yes, Deb Harris - Yes, Laura Anderson – Yes, George Dufresne – Yes, & Ronald Bailey – Yes. The motion passed. The money has been approved.
C. Solid Waste: Harris stated that the next meeting is next week on Tuesday.
D. CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson. The next CEIC meeting is October 16, by Zoom. The date for the next visioning meeting for Sadony Bayou has not been set. A celebration for the delisting of White Lake will be held on November 10, 3-5pm, at the Book Nook.
E. Recycling: Goericke reported that there have been no new meetings. In addition, the electronic recycling event on 9-28-24 was well attended.
F. Planning Commission. Don Kline reported that the town hall meeting on Transitional Open Space and STR was held last week. The next town hall meeting will be held on November 7th and will revisit tiny homes and introduce starter homes. Kline said the 5 draft maps on the wall were ready to be approved by the board, and then placed in the master plan. Sargent moved to approve the maps. Harris seconded. All in favor, none opposed. The maps have been approved. 
G. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson informed residents that the overall response time last month was 9 minutes, 38 seconds. In addition, the ambulance that was being repaired should be finished by early November. 
H. Fire Authority:  Bailey stated that the meeting was not held due to there not being a quorum in attendance.
I. Accounts Payable: Sargent presented the accounts payable, but there are two bills that need to be paid that haven’t arrived yet. Anderson moved to approve the accounts payable, with the addition of the bills once they arrive. Harris seconded. Roll Call: Patti Sargent - Yes, Deb Harris - Yes, Laura Anderson – Yes, George Dufresne – Yes, & Ronald Bailey – Yes. The motion passed and accounts payable approved.

8. Other Business or Correspondence: Bailey informed residents that ITC owns the large transition lines that begin at the Dupont/Chemours substation, parallel Lamos Road, and runs down to the BC Cobb plant. There are 5.5 miles in White River Township that will be improved. The Dupont/Chemours substation will not be improved. The larger lines will need a wider 80-foot right-of-way. Sargent stated that life ring #5 is missing. Bailey has one in storage to replace it. On November 1st, the life rings will come off the pier and go into storage. They will go back on the pier once the ice melts. A notice will go in the newspaper. 
9. Public comment:  Limited to 3 minutes each.  No public comments.   
10. Adjournment: Bailey moved to adjourn at 8:10pm. Sargent seconded. All in favor, none opposed. 


Respectfully Submitted,

Julie Goericke, Deputy Clerk
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