WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY,   APRIL 8, 2025   7PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
MINUTES

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee; All Present by roll call.

1) Approval of Agenda: Goericke moved to approve the agenda as written. Harris supported the motion. All in favor, none opposed. Agenda is approved. 
2) Approval of March 11, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Harris moved to approve the March 11, 2025, meeting minutes as written. Goericke supported the motion. All say aye, none say nay. March 11, 2025, meeting minutes are approved.
3) Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each. none
4) Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members).  Supervisor Bailey reported that he was informed that the Lake Side Solar information meeting scheduled for April 17th at the NBC middle school has been postponed. No reason for this postponed meeting was given. 
5) Old (Unfinished) Business: 
a) May 3, 2025, Pride Day (Dump Day) Tickets are available at the Township office Mondays and Wednesdays between 9 am and 12 noon. The Tickets are worth up to $25 dollars and are 1 (one) per household. 
b) Cemetery flags for veterans. The Veteran Flags have been placed in both Hubbard and Mouth Cemeteries, but we don’t know who put them there. Thank you very much to whoever placed those flags.  
c) BS&A Online payments Go Live Date. The Clerk and Treasurer will be trained in online payments with a go live date of May 25, 2025.  Beginning on May 25th, residents will be able to pay for permits and property taxes before the due date online. 
d) STR Licensing Ordinance 
(1) Fees discussed. Last month, the board discussed a 3-year STR fee in the amount of $600. After speaking with residents, a 1-year fee was agreed on at a cost of $150 per year. 
(2) Based on last month’s discussion, and attorney input, the following changes were made: 1) Section 6R(3) – ‘at least 2 outdoor vehicle parking spots…’ 2) Language about private roads was removed. 3) Section 6LL, No Sub-Letting, was added. 4) Section 9 – Language reflected the STR licenses would be for 1 year. Goericke moved to approve the STR Licensing Ordinance as presented. Kriesel seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed. The STR Licensing Ordinance 65-2025 stands approved.
e) STR Ordinance 3.46 Amendment. Discussion regarding private roads and shared driveways to be addressed by the White River Township Planning Commission.  
f) Brining of dirt roads by the Muskegon County Road Commission. The cost of brining the dirt roads in White River Township would be $7509.68.  Harris moved to opt out of the 2025 Brine Program.  Kriesel supported the motion to opt out of the brine program.  Harris, Anderson, Goericke, and Kriesel voted aye to opt out.  Bailey voted nay. White River Township will opt out of the brining program as presented by the Muskegon County Road Commission.  There has been a request to the Muskegon County Road Commission to provide a cost to just use water on the dusty roads.  No price has been provided to date. 

6) New Business: 
a.) April 24th, 2025 Public Accuracy Testing at 10am. The public is welcome to watch the testing of the Voting tabulator. Trustee Harris will cover for for Supervisor Bailey during the testing. Clerk Goericke explained what was on the ballot for the May 6, 2025, election. 
b.) May 6th, 2025 ballot proof. A sample ballot is available in the township hall window. 
c.) Boyscouts at Mouth Cemetery - Spring cleaning. The Boy Scouts will rake leaves and remove brush from Mouth Cemetery prior to Memorial Day and will be paid $800.00 for their efforts.  This amount has been budgeted and does not require a vote. 
d.) Master Plan Review with William & Works. Harris reported that the master plan will be reviewed by Williams and Works. They will review and format the Master Plan then the Planning Commission will approve of the changes and present it to the Township Board for approval. The cost of Williams and Works doing the review and formatting has already been budgeted. A public hearing will be scheduled, and the Master Plan will be available on Whiterivertwp.com.
  
7) Reports:
a) Financial March 2025 report: Kriesel: Noted. Kriesel reported that to balance the budget for the last fiscal year ending March 31, 2025, the budget had to be amended as follows: $7276.00 must be moved from Elections and divided as follows; $77.00 into Board of Review, $193.00 into Zoning Administrator, and $7,006 into Township Board.  Harris moved to approve of amending the budget as listed above. Goericke supported the amending of the budget. Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The amending of the 2024 – 2025 budget is approved. 
b) Zoning: Howell/Schmiege, Schmiege is away, Howell reported there is one complaint of unlicensed cars in a yard that will be addressed. 
c) Solid Waste: Harris, Pride (Dump) day is May 3rd as was mentioned earlier. The next meeting of the Solid Waste Authority will be held on April 15, 2025. 
d) CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson. CEIC has asked for an extension for the approval of dredging Mirror Lake by Chemours.  Next meeting is in person at the township hall on Wednesday April 16,2025 at 2 pm.
e) White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel, The City of Montague has agreed to provide $5000.00 along with the City of Whitehall to cover half of the estimated cost of $20,000.00 toward the Fourth of July Fireworks display over White Lake.  White River Township has donated $600.00 toward the fireworks display. There will be other fund raisers around the two (2) municipalities such as “Walk the Beat”. 
f) Recycling: Goericke. During the March 20th meeting there was a review of work completed so far. Discussion of municipalities sharing services. 
g) Planning Commission. Lauren Wackernagel – AB. Harris reported for Wackernagel. The Bike trail was discussed, and committees have been formed to focus on specific subjects. Meetings will be held on May 8, July 1, and Aug 7 at 6:30 at the township hall. There will also be a public opinion event in June
h) White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson reported that response times are between 9 and 10 minutes on average, which includes transports. The budget is doing well.
i) Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey. The calls to the Fire District are up. The parks department is requesting an easement near the fire barn for access to a park. 
j) Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter [roof top Solar] the March bill was reduced by $7.11) Goericke moved to approve the Accounts Payable with exceptions for other bills that will arrive that will need to be paid prior to the May meeting. Harris supported the motion. Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes. 
Accounts Payable with exceptions is approved.

8.) Other Business or Correspondence: 
a.) Supervisor Bailey reported that he received a request that Lamos Road from Meinert Road to Skeels Road be repaved. It was mentioned that Montague Township would also need to agree to cover the cost as it is a shared road, but it is not in the budget this year. 
b.) Goericke reminded everyone that now is the time to check the Hemlock trees for the infestation of the Woolly Adelgid. The Muskegon County Conservation District can help.  
8) Public comment: Limited to 3 minutes each.  
a)  Arvid Nelson of Post Road, “Did the township get the legal fees returned when the lawsuit appeal for the referendum was dropped?”  No, part of the agreement to drop the appeal was for the township to drop the request for legal fees. Then he asked if a parcel could be zoned commercial for a short-term rental? Supervisor Bailey answered that the Short Term Rental Ordinance would cover that so changing a parcel to commercial would not be necessary. 
b)  Mike Vargo of Lost Valley Road: Oxy Chemical is ready to work with the bike trail leading from Montague Township and the City of Montague to White River Township and the Lake Michigan Shoreline. Has anything been set up with Chemours?  There will be a meeting with Chemours on April 21st, 2025. 
c) Bill Bergerson of W. Old Channel Trail suggested the paranormal committee be contacted to see if the spirits know who put the flags on the Veterans graves. 
d) Tim Langland of Indian Point Road. Has the Master Plan been approved? Will there be a public hearing? The Master Plan will be reviewed by the Planning Commission, then the Township Board. Yes, there will be a Public Hearing. The Planning Commission will review and discuss the Recreation Plan in June on the 3rd Tuesday of the month at 6:30 pm.
How has the Senior millage been spent?  It goes to the Whitehall Viking Athletic Center which is free for White River Township residents age 60 and over to use and walk year-round for free. The millage also goes to memberships to the White Lake Senior Center, Age Well services, and for vouchers for the Farmers Market in downtown Montague. 

10.	Adjournment. Goericke moved to adjourn at 8:28 pm.  Harris supported the 
           motion to adjourn. All in favor, none opposed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:28 pm.

Respectively submitted.



Patti Sargent, Deputy Clerk
Julie Goericke, Clerk
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