WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, JUNE 10, 2025 7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
MEETING MINUTES


The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present

1. Approval of Agenda: Harris moved to approve the agenda as written.  Anderson supported the motion to approve the agenda.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of May 13, 2025 Township Board meeting minutes. Kriesel made the motion to approve the May 13, 2025, minutes. Harris supported the motion of the May 13, 2025 minutes as written.  All in favor, none opposed.  The May 13, 2025 minutes are approved.
3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Kim Cyr, County Commissioner, presented the annual report of the senior millage.
B. Chelsea Bender, Mary Jo Earnst, Melissa Lorenz – all residents spoke against industrial solar in White River Township with many concerns including requesting a public hearing for the community to voice their objections, what clean up in 60 years will look like and history of Geronimo’s involvement with WRT.
C. Ricki Oldencamp introduced herself as community advocate for Geronimo and available for questions.  lakeside@geronimopower.com is the email address and 952 988-9000 is the phone number.  
D. Kendra Herrington from Lakeside Solar said that her phone numbers will stay the same and emails will change.
E. Tamara Horne, Whitehall resident, reported that the May 15th electronics recycling event was a success.
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
A. Julie Goericke introduced Lauren Wackernagel as Deputy Clerk to fill in temporarily.  
5. Old (Unfinished) Business: 
A. Goericke shared the township will allocate senior millage dollars to now provide 2 farmer’s market $5 vouchers per household for spring and 2 vouchers for fall, for those aged 60 and over. Residents may stop by the hall to pick up vouchers. She also shared the updated Senior Newsletter.
B. Amendment 3.46 (c)(7) – Amendment to Short Term Ordinance recommending a middle ground for STR on private roads. Harris made the motion to approve Amendment 3.46 (c)(7). Goericke supported the motion.  In discussion all agreed it was good middle ground for STR on private roads.  Roll call vote; Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes All in favor, none opposed.  Amendment 3.46 (c)(7) was approved.  
6. New Business: 
A. Election inspectors for August 5, 2025 are Margaret Kline, Susan Lloyd, Lauren Wackernagel, Patti Sargent, Julie Goericke and Laura Anderson, Receiving board is Margaret Kline and Brian Thompson. Kriesel made a motion to approve the election workers and receiving board. Anderson seconded.  All in favor, none opposed.  Inspectors passed.  
B. Lost Valley Lot 67: Discussed the approval of special exception application HQV-AWSQ-DS4VM in critical dune area.  The Board reviewed each requirement and found that Board didn‘t have enough information to approve.  Opposed Motion Harris, seconded by Anderson.  All opposed, none in favor.  Special exception did not pass.

Reports
A. Financial Report: Kriesel reported on May 2025 report with an ending balance of $562,529.18
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there have been 6 new site reviews this month, 4 approvals, 3 in process, a letter sent to a camper and some questions. Howell reported there were two items reviewed last month; 1 about trash concerns and 1 was resolved.
C. Solid Waste: Harris; Pride Day (Dump Day) cost to the township was $445. 
D. CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson. Discussed the dredge line at Mirror Lake and Sadony Bayou.  There was a report that PFAS was in Sadony Bayou and the Eat Safe Fish 
Report said to not eat fish from Sadony Bayou.  CEIC is looking into what is causing this and hoping to resolve.  Also, CEIC discovered that Baxton is hauling 8000-10,000 tons per year and CEIC is hoping to increase the volume.  CEIC will be in the 4th of July parade.  
E. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel noted that there are tickets with requested donations and a kayak winner to support the Fire Work display for Montague and Whitehall over White Lake. Tickets are available at Dog N Suds and Northgrove Brewery.  
F. Recycling: Goericke. No update at this time 
G. Planning Commission. Lauren Wackernagel; Williams and Works will be at Artisan Market June 14 from 9-12 to collect public opinion for the Parks and Rec plan.  There will also be a survey QR code and survey monkey available online and at the township hall.  Public hearing on SLU was held May 20th and ended unresolved.  Several PC members have visited the site hosted by Mr Hoekstra.  We have received a lot of public feedback.  We will discuss it at June 17th PC meeting and plan to vote if all are ready at the July 15th PC meeting.  The special meeting for parks and rec is July 1 at 6:30 pm.  
H. White Lake Association – May 19th meeting, Smart Buoy launched.  
I. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; Ambulance is doing well financially and lowered the millage from 1.75 to 1.7.
J. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; Millage will be 1.65.
K. Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter [roof top Solar] May bill was reduced by $16.52)
Accounts payable discussed. Kriesel moved to approve the accounts payable with the addition of the Cliff attorney bill, Goericke supported. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.

7. Other Business or Correspondence: 
A. Harris reported that the website was hacked and was down but is now back up.  
8. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each
A. Denise Eilers, resident suggested that dump tickets should be labeled as to what can be dumped.
B. Debra Hopkinson, Melissa Lorenz, Mary Jo Earnst -  Opposed to Lakeside Solar project.  Objections included that they wanted a public hearing so the public could voice concerns as a community, suggested that the township should use the CREO ordinance for utility scale solar.  Also questioned what the process is and suggested that the community should attend the July 17 meeting. 
C. Laura Anderson  and Julie Goericke, board members, communicated that they did not receive a letter.  

9. Adjournment: Anderson moved to adjourn.  Harris supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,



Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk
Julie Goericke, Clerk
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