WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, MARCH 11, 2025  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
MEETING MINUTES

6:30 PM 2025-2026 Budget Hearing. 

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee, all present.

Discussion regarding the budget by Board members.  

Goericke moved to approve the budget as presented. Anderson supported the motion. Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Goericke – yes, Kriesel – yes, Bailey – yes. The motion to approve the budget as presented passed unanimously.

Harris moved to close the budget hearing at 6:48 PM. Goericke supported the motion to adjourn. All in favor, none opposed. The budget hearing closed.


The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:04 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee, all present.

1. Approval of Agenda: Harris moved to approve the agenda with two additions under New Business, 6. E. Election workers for the May 6, 2025, election and 6. F. Wage Board 2025 – 2026. Kriesel supported the motion, all in favor, none opposed. Agenda approved. 
2. Approval of February 11, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Harris moved to approve the meeting minutes of February 11, 2025, as written. Kriesel supported the motion. All in favor, none opposed. Meeting minutes were approved. 
3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each. 
A. Melissa Lorenze of North Old Channel Trail asked about the solar meeting with Lake Side Solar on April 17 from 5 PM to 7 PM. Supervisor Bailey stated that the topic would be covered under item 4 of the agenda.
B. [bookmark: _Hlk192625963]Clare Schlaff of North Old Channel Trail contacted Marty Holgren who has been working on restoring Sadony Bayou. He stated that the Grant that was given for flooding of farmland was frozen by the Federal Government. He will get back with Clare Schlaff when he has updates. Since the death of David Roodvoets, who was a hard-working member of CEIC representing the San Jaun neighborhood of White River Township, his presence is greatly missed.  CEIC is looking for someone from the San Jaun neighborhood to take his place and represent that area. 
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). Supervisor Bailey stated that he has received letters from Lake Side Solar about the April 17, 2025, public meeting at the NBC Middle School in Montague from 5 to 7 pm to meet with area residents and explain the plans of Lake Side Solar. There will be tables set up and people that are experts in their field to explain the plans and procedures to meet the requirements of the PA 233, the Michigan Public Act which shifts permitting authority for large-scale renewable energy projects to a Michigan Public Service Commission and takes the authority out of the local municipalities control.
5. Old (Unfinished) Business: 
A. BS&A Contract. Set up can be divided into two payments, this fiscal year and next fiscal year. This BS&A will cover all things financial and make online payments of taxes possible with a small fee for processing. Harris moved to approve paying $10,995.00 as the first of two installments for BS&A for the White River Township to purchase and use BS&A for the Clerk’s and the Treasurer’s bookkeeping. Goericke supported the motion. Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Goericke – yes, Kriesel – yes, Bailey – yes. Motion passes unanimously.
B. Board of Review dates. March 12th, 1-4pm and 6-9pm. March 13th, 9-3pm. Board of Review handles concerns and questions about property assessment and taxes. 
C. White River Township licensing ordinance. Licensing property owners for Short Term Rentals within the Township. The ordinance was reviewed and suggestions made for a custom fit for the Township. This ordinance will be sent back to the Township Attorney for revisions and corrections and will be discussed and reviewed at the April 2025 meeting.
D. STR fees discussion. Many local municipalities were sampled, and a range of prices were discussed. Kriesel moved to set the Short Term Rental fee of $600 for 3 years per rental property. Anderson supported the motion. All in favor, none opposed.  Motion approved.  

6. New Business: 
A. Board approval for Poverty Exemption 2025. The Poverty Exemption has not changed from last year. It covers real and personal property. Harris moved to approve the Poverty Exemption for 2025, Goericke supported the motion. All in favor, none opposed. Motion passed.  
B. Application for Cyber Security Insurance. The funding for election security has been eliminated by the Federal Government. The Township Board will explore purchasing Cyber Security Insurance, as the threats of hacking and phishing have increased.
C. Road Brining. There have been several complaints regarding dusty dirt roads in the Township. EGLE has opposed brining due to the salt (chloride) getting into surface water and the Great Lakes. This will be discussed again in the April Board Meeting. The cost to the Township if brining was done would be $7509.68. for 7.451 miles of dirt roads.  
D. May 6th Election. Applications for Absentee Ballots will NOT be sent out anymore. If you are on the permanent Absentee Ballot list, you will be sent a ballot. The Clerk will be in the office on Saturday May 3 from 9 AM to 5 PM, and Monday May 5 from 9 AM to 12 PM.  This is not a Federal Election so no early voting will be held in Muskegon. 
E. May 6, 2025 Election Workers. Goericke moved to approve the following qualified and trained people: Laura Anderson, Julie Goericke, Patti Sargent, Margaret Kline, Janet Graham, Susan Lloyd, and as Receiving Board Margaret Kline and Brian Thompson. Kriesel supported the motion. All in favor, none opposed. Motion passed. 
F. Wage Board.  Every two (2) years a board of three (3) that are not involed in day to day Township business are asked to review the elected boards‘ wages.  The wage board consisted of Cheryl Nelles, Dianna Colins, and Catherine Mott. They agreed that the elected officals in White River Township should receive a wage increase of 2.3% for the fiscal years of 2025 and 2026.  Kriesel moved to approve the recomended wage increase put forth by the wage board. Anderson supported the motion. Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Goericke – yes, Kriesel – yes, Bailey – yes.  Motion passes unanimously.

7. Reports:
A. Financial February 2025 report: Kriesel Noted
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege Absent
C. Solid Waste: Harris. Dump Day is Saturday May 3, from 9 AM to 4 PM. Tickets can be picked up at the Township office. Only one per household - worth $25 dollars. 
D. CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson. Corrective measures for the clean up of the Chemours property is not yet available. On April 25 - 26 there will be a convention on Lakes and Streams in Muskegon, more information will be available at the next board meeting.  Next CEIC meeting is by zoom on March 19th. The April meeting may be in person.  Looking for a member of the community to fill the shoes of David Roodvoets and represent the San Jaun neighborhood. 
E. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel: The Fireworks committee is looking to raise $10,000.00 to cover the cost of $20,000 for the 4th of July Fireworks. White River Township has pledged $600.00.
F. Recycling: Goericke. Nothing to report.
G. Planning Commission. Lauren Wackernagel: Work on the Master Plan continues. There will be a special meeting on March 13, 2025, at 6:30 PM to discuss the Recreational plan. 
H. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson. The Ambulance authority had a clean audit. Response times were slower this month due to snow and icy conditions on the roads. Bills can be paid at the Ambulance office on Whitehall Road, across the street from the movie theater. 
I. Fire Authority: Bailey: There was a high volume of calls due to snow. Montague Township is looking to expand their park system, an easement across Fire Authority property may be required to connect the parks. 
J. Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter credit [roof top Solar] for the February bill was $2.04). Goericke moved to take $10,301.00 from line item Attorney fee and put $6,602.00 into insurance, $3193.00 into Building Inspector, $65.00 into cemetery, and 441.00 into Clerk to balance the budget. Harris supported the motion. Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Goericke – yes, Kriesel – yes, Bailey – yes. Motion passes unanimously.
Goericke stated not all the bills have been paid as the Township would like to pay the Board of Review members for their service before the end of the month and to close out the fiscal year. Goericke moved to pay the accounts payable including Board of Review and the liabilities, the first installment for the financial BS&A, any other bills that may be required to close the fiscal year of 2024 – 2025. Harris supported the motion. Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Goericke – yes, Kriesel – yes, Bailey – yes.  Motion passes unanimously.

8. Other Business or Correspondence: none
9. Public comment: Limited to 3 minutes each.     
A. Tim Balcom of Old Highway 99 stated that there have been many cars that are not stopping for the stop sign at the corner of Old Highway 99 and Fruitvale Road. He asked about sight clearance at that corner. Supervisor Bailey will look into it and report back.  
B. Dave Pickard of North Old Channel Trail mentioned the licensing for Short Term Rentals may be difficult to enforce. In addition, there are open pits where people have started building then stopped but did not cover the pit or fence the area off for safety. He also had questions about the Hancock Road End progress. Harris explained she is waiting for the approval of the engineer at the Road Commission, Paul Bauman. She has left messages but has not heard back yet. 
C. Susan Collins of Hancock Road had concerns that 3 years for a STR license seemed long. 
D. Bill Bergerson of West Old Channel Trail suggested that the fireworks could turn into a drone show. Hobby kennels needed to have the neighbor’s approval where he lived prior to moving to White River Township. Medbury Park is spelled two different ways. Medbury and Medbery. 
E. Lauren Wackernagel of Old Highway 99 suggested there should be a penalty for not getting a STR license and a reward for getting one. 
F. Denise Eilers of North Old Channel Trail stated she thought the cost of the STR license might be too high when considering neighboring municipalities costs. 
G. Patti Sargent of Indian Point Road stated that the early voting on May 3 and May 5 would be cast by absentee ballot. The voting machine will only be available to accept ballots on Election Day. 
H. Beth Pickard of North Old Channel Trail stated the item on the ballot is Muskegon County Museums such as the Hume and Hackley Homes.
10. Adjournment: Anderson moved to adjourn at 8:35 PM. Goericke supported the motion. All in favor, none opposed. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM. 


Respectfully submitted,


Patti Sargent, Deputy Clerk
Julie Goericke, Clerk
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