

WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, MAY 13, 2025  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present

1. Approval of Agenda: Harris moved to approve the agenda as written.  Goericke supported the motion to approve the agenda.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of April 8, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Kriesel made the motion to approve the April 8, 2025, minutes with a small change in 5 – C of the minutes.  The ‘Go Live’ date of May 25 should be changed to May 20.  The last sentence of 5 – C should be stricken. Anderson supported the motion of the April 8, 2025, minutes with changes.  All in favor, none opposed.  The April 8, 2025, minutes are approved with the suggested corrections. 
3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Tim Langland of Indian Point Road made a comment that the building flow chart posted on the WEB site (Whiterivertwp.com) shows that people that build in Waterfront Residential should be approved by the Planning Commission. He also stated that in his opinion Bill Schmiege is doing a great job.  
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
A. Supervisor Bailey reported that a letter was received stating Lakeside Solar will have a presentation regarding Solar Energy in White River Township on July 17 at the NBC Middle School from 5 to 7pm.
B. Supervisor Bailey read a letter from Deputy Clerk Patti Sargent that she is resigning as Deputy Clerk as of June 1, 2025.
C. Kriesel commented that the new system of Bookkeeping in White River Township will not be able to accept payments for permits at this time, only taxes when due. 
D. Clerk Goericke stated that Michigan Township Association (MTA) has online training available and it is time to renew our subscription. She suggested that we maintain the current amount of training which is the plus level. This cost $1000.00 for a year and is available to everyone on the Planning Commission, ZBA, Township Board and Board of Review. Clerk Goericke moved to approve the MTA plus level of learning.  Treasurer Kriesel supported the motion.  Roll Call Vote.  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.

5. Old (Unfinished) Business: 
A. May 6, 2025, Election. The museum millage was defeated in White River Township and County wide.  White River Township has been chosen to be audited. This audit will take place on Monday May 19, 2025.  The election equipment will get a tune up next week.
B. Cemetery Flags: Jerry Durand from the VFW said they had some flags left over and that they (the VFW) will take care of putting the flags on Veterans’ graves for Memorial Day at no charge to the township. Supervisor Bailey stated he planned to confirm this with Jerry.
6. New Business: 
A. Life Rings and Bouys – White Lake Association; The life rings are now in place on the west Jetty of the pier. A grant from the Muskegon Foundation will offset the cost of new Life Rings, the 911 phone and the light on the red pole where the phone is located.  Thank you so much for supporting the life rings and safety of those on the Montague side of the pier. 
B. Building Codes – The 2021 Michigan Building Codes were made effective April 9, 2025. We need to update our Building Code Books. Goericke stated that our building inspector asked that we purchase the three new Building Code Books ($296.00) for a current copy of each in the Township office. Goericke moved to purchase the three 2021 Code Books. Anderson seconded. Roll Call Vote.  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
C. MAMC – The conference is being held in Muskegon. Clerk Bootcamp 101. Clerk Goericke wiill be attending 2 all day sessions on June 2nd and 3rd.
D. NutriGro. Notification was received on 4/23/25. Nutrigro will be applying biosolids (sewage sludge) in the township for owner Amy Flores and operator Bob Wackernagel. No permit is required.  
E. FEMA Resolution. Resolution 76-2025 was discussed.  Harris made a motion to accept the Resolution 76-2025, adoption of the Muskegon County Hazard Mitagation Plan. Kriesel supported the motion. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved. The Resolution will be sent to Muskegon County.
F. Schedule of Fees. The Building Inspector for White River Township and several neighboring municipalities were surveyed regarding their schedule of fees. After discussion it was noted that our fees were lagging substantially behind and decided that our costs should be adjusted. Clerk Goericke moved to increase the Zoning Site Review to $75.00, Building Permits for new construction to $85.00 per square foot, and an administrative fee on Building, Mechanical, Electrical and Plumbing Permits to $30.00. Kriesel seconded the motion. All in favor, none opposed. The fees will be increased. 
G. On April 30 there was a request for a Special Exception on Lost Valley Road. Board members should refer to 58-2019 for the Special Exception Guidlines. Board members are encouraged to view the property prior to the June Meeting.  This will be discussed at the June 2025 meeting.
H. Private Roads and Shared Driveways for Short Term Rentals.  This was discussed and will be further discussed at the June 2025, meeting.
7. Reports
A. Financial April 2025 Report, Kriesel: Noted
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there have been 34 calls this month, some approvals, some pending, some denied, and some just questions. Howell reported there was a complaint about unlicensed vehicles at a residence. He will be looking into this.  
C. Solid Waste: Harris; Pride Day (Dump Day) cost has not yet been totaled.  This will be reported next month. A few White River residents were rude.  This will not be tolerated. 
D. CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson. Discussed Mirror Lake and Sadony Bayou.  These topics will be further discussed at the regular meeting at the White River Township Hall on May 21, 2025, at 2 pm, and a virtual meeting with EGLE, Chemours and CEIC will be Tuesday May 27 @ 6 pm. 
E. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel; there are raffle tickets being sold to support the Fire Work display for Montague and Whitehall over White Lake. Many other fund raising initiatives are also being employed.
F. Recycling: Goericke. Electronic Recycling will be held on May 24, 2025, between 2 and 4 pm at the Montague Farmers Market.  Flat screen TVs are accepted. 
G. Planning Commission. Lauren Wackernagel; A public hearing to discuss an event venue will be held on Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at 6 PM, before the regular planning commission meeting. Williams and Works has been working with the planning commission on the Recreation Plan. 
H. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; Ambulance is doing well financially.  Response times are between 8 and 10 minutes.
I. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; Older members are retiring, and younger people will be moving up to replace those that are retiring. Fire personnel will be signing up to cover shifts at the fire barn or within a closer proximity so response time will be improved.
J. Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter [roof top Solar] April bill was reduced by $11.82)
Accounts payable at $36,651.11 for the month of May. Goericke moved to approve the accounts payable with the addition of the Building Codes Books and MAMC registration, Kriesel supported. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.

8. Other Business or Correspondence: 
A. Goericke asked the board to decide on the number of Farmer’s Market vouchers per household for our seniors. The board agreed on 2 vouchers in the summer and 2 vouchers in the fall. Households could get up to 4 vouchers for the year. The vouchers will be available at the hall on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9am-12 noon beginning May 27th, 2025. 
B. Goericke received a letter from Claybanks township expressing their intent to complete a master plan update. Our township may request to see their draft when available.
9. Public comment: Limited to 3 minutes each.  Bill Bergerson of West Old Channel Trail voiced concern about the condition of the life rings on the pier.  Supervisor Bailey stated that he had some newer life rings in his barn and the rings in poor condition would be replaced.
10. Adjournment: Anderson moved to adjourn.  Harris supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 8:29 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Patti Sargent, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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