WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2025  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor-P, Julie Goericke Clerk - P, Mary Kriesel Treasurer - AB, Laura Anderson Trustee - P & Deb Harris Trustee - P

1. Approval of Agenda: Goericke moved to approve the agenda.  Anderson supported the motion to approve the agenda.  All present in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of July 8, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Goericke made the motion to approve the July 8, 2025, minutes with the change of Reports, 7D, corrective measures on Chemours property, not Sadony Bayou. Anderson supported the motion to approve the minutes with the change. All present in favor, none opposed.  The July 8 minutes are approved.
3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Claire Schlaff, resident, reported that Rick Rideske provided information on PFOS in Sadony Bayou and that a “do not eat fish” notice was required.  PFOS is a forever chemical.  CEIC is working to find the source of the PFOS.  Three potential sources are being evaluated including Chemours landfill, Pierson Creek wastewater on farmland and septic. 
B.  Dave Borgeson, non-resident, reported that he is a former biologist in fishery division.  He does not want to see solar in farms or woodlands.  He wants to offer his help to the township.  He has worked with Marty Holgren.  He wants to protect the quality of life. 
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
A. Julie Goericke gave an update on the election.  The millage for the Muskegon Area District Library passed in the township and the county.  The millage represents 90% of the library’s budget.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk205978273]Old (Unfinished) Business: 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk205978222][bookmark: _Hlk205978197]New AED battery has been installed; the cost was $205.  It will be good for 4 years.
B. STR Application.  The fee for $150 per year will be reduced to $75 for 2025 since half the year has lapsed.  Anderson made a motion to approve the application.  Harris supported.  All in favor and the motion passed.  The STR application is moved to action and will be added to the website.  The application fee will be $75 for 2025 only. Beginning on January 1, 2026, the fee will resume at $150. 

6. New Business: 
A. BS&A training is for 8 days over the next two weeks.  BS&A will replace Quickbooks.
B. The Building Inspector informed us about new code books needing to be purchased.  A letter was received from the state and indicated the new code books were not ready.  We currently use the 2015 code book and will not order new books until we get clear direction.  
C. Zoning Administrator compensation was researched by Harris and Kriesel.  Harris made a motion to increase annual salary to $10,000 retroactive to the 2025 fiscal year, based on comparable municipalities.  Goericke seconded the motion. Roll Call: Ronald Bailey - Yes, Julie Goericke - Yes, Mary Kriesel - AB, Laura Anderson - Yes & Deb Harris – Yes. All present in favor.  Motion carried. The Zoning Administrator’s yearly salary will increase to $10,000.

7. Reports
A. Financial Report: Kriesel. Harris reported on July 2025, with an ending balance of $577,614.86.
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there were 28-29 events this month. Three site reviews were approved.  He completed some site re-inspections and there was one change on the height.  He is finding he needs to follow up on contractors.  There are 3 open site reviews.  Howell reported there was one resident complaint about tree removal in Mouth Cemetery.
C. Solid Waste: Harris; There was a balance of $3272 reported at the 2024-2025 ended with revenues exceeding expenditures by 3272, reported at their June meeting.  Budget is going well.
D. CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson is reporting on the Aug 7 zoom call.  CEIC is waiting on the completion of the corrective measures study; the VIAP report is not yet complete.  For Sadony Bayou project next year they are going to apply to EGLE for the watershed management program to fund targeted testing for PFOS.  Next meeting is 8/20 at Tom Thinnis’s and then a zoom meeting on 9/4 at 2PM.  
E. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel. No update currently.
F. Recycling: Goericke. No update currently 
G. Planning Commission. Lauren Wackernagel; Master plan was received back from Williams and Works with minor changes. The new format is not yet complete. Lost Valley SLU: Escrow was created, and Williams and Works review is in progress.  Amendment 3.46 (c) (7) to amend short term rental ordinance and non-conforming structures section 19.02 to be discussed at next PC meeting. We will request public notice from Williams and Works on both for a public hearing at the same meeting. Parks and Rec work continues.  The survey was completed with 82 responses. The top 4 projects from public comment include bike path, expanded parking at Loyd’s, restroom at Loyd’s and boat launch improvements. Next special meeting is September 30th.  
H. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; Response time is 11.7 minutes overall, 8.62 minutes in White Lake Area and 7.47 minutes for priority 1 calls. HB 4583 Election Integrity bill has prompted White Lake Ambulance Authority to call for a millage renewal election in November to cap millage at 1.90.
I. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; Fire authority is changing processes to get increased number of staff working with approved shifts.  This will be done with the current budget.  
J. Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter [roof top Solar] July bill was reduced by $16.11)
Accounts payable at $29,529.22 for the month of August with 1 bill not yet received. Anderson moved to approve the accounts payable with the addition of the 1 bill, Goericke supported. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Goericke – yes, Kriesel – AB, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved by those present.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Other Business or Correspondence: Bailey shared that an Alternative Site Analysis was provided to the township by Geronimo/Lakeside Solar.  The analysis shared information on why they are not picking the Renewable Energy Overlay site.  The reasons included environmental risks, locations to avoid, soil not suitable, financial restrictions, logistical sites, limited sites.  PA233 requires that they provide this information to the township.  The alternative site analysis is available on their website.  Ron said that he will be checking into the facts.  
9. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each  
A. Tim Balcolm, Resident.  Recommends that the township update their ordinances to include topsoil removal restrictions and requirements regarding the screening including 2 rows of trees of 8-12 feet tall at planting and 6 feet wide
B. Mike Vargo, Resident, discussed information on the lawsuit to roll back local control on renewable energy.  He mentioned the 79 townships in the lawsuit and the House Bills that are sitting in committee.  He has written to Vanderwall and other State Representatives and State Senators.  He recommends others do the same.
C. Bill Bergerson, Resident.  There are 2560 watts of lights on the ceiling and he recommends we switch the light bulbs to LED to get a lower energy cost in the township hall.  Also, the lights at Ramthum Park are not working.  Anderson responded that the township turned the lights off since most people were using tennis courts during daylight hours.  Goericke mentioned that the township has replaced some office fluorescent lights with LED lights and the township is replacing the bathroom lights with LED as well.
D. Mike Vargo, Resident.  He is a member of the Michigan Trail and Greenways Alliance.  They have developed a connectivity plan for Muskegon County.  Some of the trails are in White River Township and he requested that the township consider the work done by the Michigan Trail and Greenways Alliance. He will be providing their map.  The bike trails are important to our quality of life.
10. Adjournment: Goericke moved to adjourn.  Anderson supported the motion to adjourn.  All members present say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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