WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2025  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present

1. Approval of Agenda: Goericke moved to approve the agenda with the change in 6D from Electrical Inspector to Plumbing inspector.  Harris supported the motion to approve the agenda with change.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of June 10, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Kriesel made the motion to approve the June 10, 2025, minutes. Goericke supported the motion of the June 10, 2025, minutes as written.  All in favor, none opposed.  The June 10, 2025, minutes are approved.
3. Approval of the June 19, 2025, Township Board Special meeting minutes.  Harris made a motion to approve the June 19, 2025, Township Board Special meeting minutes as written.  Kriesel supporting the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.  The June 19, 2025, Township Board Special meeting minutes are approved. 
4. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Chelsea Bender, resident, noted that she called Kendra Herrington from Geronimo as indicated in the letter received and Kendra’s voicemail was full. 
B.  Melissa Lorenz, resident, noted that Geronimo was provided with a list of questions at the previous meeting on June 10 and the questions were never answered.  She encouraged residents to go to the July 17 open house. 
5. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
A. Julie Goericke noted that seniors in White River Township are eligible for 2 $5 vouchers for farmers market in the spring and 2 $5 vouchers in the fall.
B. Amendment 3.46 (c)(7) – Amendment to Short Term Ordinance recommending a middle ground for STR on private roads. Bailey noted that this is a zoning issue and was sent to the Planning Commission for approval.
C. Lehman Road Culverts - $5000 has been paid for the 2 culverts on Lehman Road, both north of Flower Creek. 
6. Old (Unfinished) Business: 
A. Marty Holtgren gave an update on Sadony Bayou and handed out an informational brochure. He gave findings from past 3 public Visioning Meetings. They are writing grants to get engineering done to determine options for the next steps.  Proposals will be presented to the board when received.
B. Mouth Cemetery Flag is being replaced.
C. AF Group workers comp insurance audit was completed and results in a $121 credit. 
D. New Plumbing Inspector is Steve Smith and new Mechanical Inspector is Mike Reagan as of 7/16/25.
E. Short Term Rental Application Draft was reviewed.  Phone number was corrected to 894-9216.  
7. Reports
A. Financial Report: Kriesel. The June 2025 report had an ending balance of $578,545.45 and that balance is down approximately $62,700 from prior year.
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there have been 2 rejections, and 7 new site reviews this month. Howell reported there was an ongoing investigation last month. 
C. Solid Waste: Harris; Budget was approved to $103,950.  There is an update at the Artisan Market on recycling.
D. CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson.  The update on July 3 meeting included communication with Rhonda and EGLE on corrective measures for Sadony Bayou Chemours Property.  PFOS in bayou investigation continues.  Participated in 4th of July parade and next meetings are July 16 at 2 PM and August 7 at 7 PM Zoom.
E. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel reported that there was enough money to pay for fireworks and fireworks were a success.
F. Recycling: Goericke. No update at this time 
G. Planning Commission. Lauren Wackernagel; Lost Valley SLU: Attorney advised us to seek advice from Williams and Works, who has been consulted.  Wackernagel requested up to $1500. Researching escrow requirements by Hoekstra. Fees and Escrows are covered under 21.08. Goericke made a motion to approve up to $1500. Harris seconded the motion.  Role call vote. Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes. All in favor.  None opposed. Up to $1500 approved if needed.  Amendment 3.46 (c) (7) to amend short term rental ordinance and non-conforming structures section 19.02 to be reviewed by Zoning Administrator instead of Zoning Board of Appeals were approved for Public Hearing pending language from attorney for 19.02 and notice from Williams and Works on both. Parks and Rec work continues and hoping for more public input.  Next special meeting is August 7, 2025.
H. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; Ambulance is doing well financially and will be lowering the millage from 1.75 to 1.7.  Response time is 11.7 minutes overall, 8.62 minutes in White Lake Area and 4.7 minutes for priority 1 calls.
I. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; no update at this time
J. Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter [roof top Solar] June bill was reduced by $18.20)
Accounts payable at $18,562.52 for the month of July without 2 bills not yet received. Kriesel moved to approve the accounts payable with the addition of the 2 bills, Harris supported. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.

8. [bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Other Business or Correspondence: 
9. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each  
A. Tracy Dobson, Resident.  Supports Geronimo and highlights success at MSU with solar for 5000 parking spaces covered with solar panels.  She suggests farming around panels
B. Irene Ernst, Resident.  Brownfield sites should be used for solar.  Also, the community is not receiving electric power from proposed solar power.  We should respect the land.  
C. Melissa Pischel, Resident, expresses opposition to solar on farmland.  She supports responsible planning for our unique area.
D. Melissa Lorenz, Resident, Solar Panels at MSU parking is the right sighting for solar.  Agrivoltaics farming cannot be required from Geronimo as the State of Michigan now controls zoning for renewable energy.  She is opposed to the siting and the location.  Industrial solar is not a good neighbor.
E. Jim Rose, Resident.  Fossil fuels must end.  He represents White Lake Climate Action Council, and they support the Geronimo project.  He suggests we must all do our part.  Also, he is concerned about PFOS.  It was brought up 5 years ago that it comes from fertilizer from the water treatment plants and now it comes up as a concern again.  PFOS must be stopped.
F. Chelsea Bender, Resident. Agrees we should address climate by putting solar on brownfield.  

10. Adjournment: Goericke moved to adjourn.  Anderson supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 7:55 PM

Respectfully submitted,


Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk


Julie Goericke, Clerk
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