WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 2025  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present.

1. Approval of Agenda: Goericke moved to approve the agenda with the change to add 6D regarding the Asset Test-Poverty exemption.  Harris supported the motion to approve the agenda with change.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of August 12, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Goericke made the motion to approve the August 12, 2025, minutes with a correction in 7C; revenues exceeded expenditures by $3272 for 2024/2025 fiscal year. Kriesel supported the motion of the August 12, 2025, minutes with the correction.  All in favor, none opposed.  The August 12, 2025, minutes are approved.
3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Kim Cyr, Muskegon County, Prepare Fair is a free fun event on how to prepare for emergencies and meet local first responders.  It will be at Heritage Landing, September 30 from 4 PM to 7 PM.  There will be activities for all ages, and it is a fun educational event with free food while it lasts.
B.  Kendra Harrington, Geronimo Power, A digital copy of the Lakeside Solar SLU Application was sent to Bill Schmiege and Ron Baily on 9/9/25.  Hard Copies and Application Check to follow this week.  The answers to the public questions are not done yet.  Posting the permit application on the website will be done soon and we will be notified.  She plans to connect the application to the public questions.  
C. Clare Schlaff – Resident, a resolution was submitted to Julie and Ron regarding Michigan sovereign rights.   She hopes township will discuss at next meeting.
D. Mike Vargo – Resident, while being a proponent of alternative energy, the scale of the project is very wrong for this community.  Neighbors will be decimated.  He wants to go on record to say this solar project is a mistake for our township.  He asks Geronimo to reconsider their application.  It will ruin valuable farmland and enrich a few while hurting many. 
E. Pamela Balcolm – Resident – agrees with Mike Vargo.  A realtor came to her house and said long term statistics are not available yet to see long term effect on house prices.  This project causes risk to her biggest investment.  Very personal for her.
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
A. [bookmark: _Hlk208479179]Ron acknowledged a special thank you to Mary and Julie for the extra time to learn the new software BS&A. 

5. Old (Unfinished) Business:  BS&A training was completed.  It was 64 hours and extremely intense.  The trainers were knowledgeable and helpful and very committed.

6. New Business:
 
A. MTA ZA training was discussed for $367 plus mileage for Bill Schmiege.  Anderson made a motion to approve the training and Harris supported. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
B. Election Inspectors approval for November 4, 2025, election.  Maggie Kline, Susan Lloyd, Janet Graham, Patti Sargent, Julie Goericke, Laura Anderson and Mary Semelbauer.  Mary Semelbauer needs to complete training first to be included.  Kriesel made a motion to approve the election inspectors for the November 4, 2025, election.  Harris seconded.  All in favor and election inspectors approved and motion passed.  
C. November 4, 2025 Election Language. The ambulance authority is asking for a renewal of mills. “Shall the White Lake Ambulance Authority be authorized to levy a tax at a rate not to exceed 1.9 mills (resulting in a tax of $1.90 for each $1,000  taxable value if levied in its entirety) on all taxable property within the limits of the authority for a period beginning with the December 1, 2025 and running to the December 1, 2030 tax levy year (inclusive), which would raise in the first year of such levy, if collected in its entirety, an estimate revenue of $1,074,938.87 to be used for operating purposes? If approved, this would be a renewal of a previous millage.“
D. Poverty Exemption needs to be re-adopted per equalization.  The asset test needs to update language in 3(c).  Recreational type vehicles can be owned with poverty exemption; the value of the recreational type vehicle must be included in the $10,000 asset dollar limit amount.  All other requirements were met.  Goericke moved to support the new language for 3(c) and Kriesel supported the motion.  All in favor and motion passed.  

7. Reports
A. Financial Report: Kriesel reported on August 2025 financials, an ending balance of $583,481.63 and the balance is up because there was revenue sharing this past month.  
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there were 28 projects last month; 3 site reviews were approved and 2 were denied.  There are currently 5 in progress.  The consultations were mostly with realtors and residents.  There were 2 rechecks, 1 land division and there was a question about ambulances on private roads.  Also, Schmiege reported that on 8/11 Mr. Hoekstra communicated that he did not want to continue with the Williams and Works SLU review. In a letter written on 8/14, Schmiege communicated to Hoekstra that continuing the SLU without the Williams and Works review was not an option and was considered a termination to the SLU request.  As of today, there was no response, and the property is now listed for sale.  Therefore, Schmiege recommends returning the balance of the escrow of $1301.   
C. Solid Waste: Harris; no update
D. CEIC / recent meetings: Anderson.  There was a zoom meeting on 9/20.  There is a request for proposals for a watershed management plan for Pierson Creek and Sadony Bayou.  That should be a top priority for target monitoring with EGLE.  It should be submitted by as many entities as possible to increase the chance of being selected.  The 2024 Annual Ground water Monitoring report is posted on EGLES Chemours Montague Facility website.  CEIC will have a booth at the WL Area Climate Action Council on Sept 13 at the Artisan Market from 12:30 to 3.  Chemours to begin the lime removal project on September 8, 2025.  Sathya will be on site 9/9 and 9/10.   Next meeting is Thursday September 17th, 7 PM at township hall.  
E. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel. No update.
F. Recycling: Goericke. No update 
G. Planning Commission. Master Plan received back from Williams and Works with small changes and an updated format.  It will be reviewed at next PC meeting again.  Amendment 3.46 (c) (7) to amend short term rental ordinance and non-conforming structures section 19.02 Public Hearing Notice was written by Willaims and Works with one recommended change to language.  Public Hearing date has not yet been set.  SLU escrow balance to be refunded. Parks and Rec work continued on objectives, goals and action plans.  Also, there was a separate bike path meeting to get a quote on updated engineering study.  Next special meeting is September 30, 2025, at 6:30 PM.  Additional training for PC has been identified through MTA.
H. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; there were $26,549.81 of approved bills.  Response time was 9.8 minutes and priority one calls had 9.22 minutes. 
I. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; there is a new fire truck with a new water pump.  
J. Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter [roof top Solar] August bill was reduced by $13.10)
[bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Accounts payable at $26,699.79 for the month of August without 1 bill for refund of escrow of $1301. Kriesel moved to approve the accounts payable with the addition of 1 refund. Harris supported. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
.
8. Other Business or Correspondence: Ron moved to grant a request made by Jon Howell for 2 more trees for Hubbard Cemetery for up to $500 including installation.  Deb supported. Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.

9. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each  
A. [bookmark: _Hlk208576732]Melissa Lorenz, Resident – Solar project is a nightmare.  Urges township to vote NO.  Zoning ordinance does not allow this type of project with our current master plan.  State should also help us. White River Township should not be burdened with this and the Dupont property.  Encourages other residents to urge township to vote no, to write their senators and state leaders including the government operations committee.  She has information on who to write.
B. Mike Vargo, Resident. Please vote no on solar application.  Data Storage facilities are moving into state, and we need a game plan to defend our township.
C. Paul Schroeder, Resident – Tired of hearing complaining.  Solar panel on the Township’s roof is covered by trees. Township will never get paid back on original cost.  People are worried about their trees. PA 233 is good for small communities.  Deer herd is too big and he has a pile of permits to kill deer to protect his crops.  Some deer get left where they lay.  Deer damage to his fields is very bad.  He is in favor of project and in favor of PA233.  
D. Jon Howell, Resident – Oil well on north end of township has odor.  Solar does not pay 1/10% return on the township building.  Agrees with Paul, there is no payback on any solar panels.  Concerned about maintenance cost of solar panels.  
E. Melissa Lorenz, Resident – Concerned about Data Centers – Rural America is under attack.  People have moved here for a rural setting, not industrial.  It is unfair to make AG zoning into utility scale industrial zoning.  Alternative Site letter from Geronimo states that part of the reason for not building on the brownfield is financial.  That does not seem like a valid reason.  If the alternative site is complicated, Geronimo needs to work to resolve.  The site for the project needs to be on Chemour’s brownfield.  
F. Pamela Balcom, Resident – Recognizes how little is produced under the gray skies of Michigan.  It is cloudy all winter.  Against the project.  

10. Adjournment: Anderson moved to adjourn.  Kriesel supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 7:59 PM


Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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