WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk216248722]Approval of Agenda: Anderson moved to approve the agenda as stated.  Harris supported the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of November 11, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Anderson made the motion to approve November 11, 2025, minutes. Goericke supported the motion of November 11, 2025, minutes.  All in favor, none opposed.  The November 11, 2025, minutes are approved.  

3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Clare Schlaff - Resident – CEIC is working on a response on the Corrective Measures Report. CEIC had originally requested the Landfill be removed, however the CMR indicates monitoring.  The landfill is fenced in and surrounded by trees.  An expert that CEIC talked to indicates leaving as is and continued monitoring might be better than removal.  CEIC also is looking for protection of the Pierson Creek including no deforestation and a watershed management plan.  
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). Kriesel indicates that senior allocation wasn’t completely spent on the market coupons. Agewell needs additional funding for Meals on Wheels and Kriesel is going to allocate the available funds of $505 to Agewell for Meals on Wheels for White River Township residents. 
     5. Old Business:
[bookmark: _Hlk216248799] 
A. Final adoption of 3.46 (c)(7) regarding Short Term Rentals. Goericke moved to approve the final adoption as stated.  Harris supported the motion. Roll call Vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The final adoption of 3.46 (c) (7) was unanimously approved.
B. Final adoption of 19.02 regarding non-conforming buildings and structures. Harris moved to approve the final adoption as stated.  Kriesel supported the motion. Discussion: Goericke stated that at the Public Hearing it was noted that the diagram in 19.02 was confusing.  Attorney advised that changes can be made if the change is not more restrictive.  Therefore, the diagram was removed from ordinance No 19.02.  It was also noted that both 19.02 and 3.46 (c) (7) will be formally adopted 7 days after publication.  Roll call Vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The final adoption of 19.02 was unanimously approved.

[bookmark: _Hlk212124315]6. New Business: None
 

7. Reports
a. Financial Report: Kriesel reported November expenses were $34,697.35 including both payroll and accounts payable.  The ending general fund without the escrow balance was $549,621.81 and that is up approximately $18,555 from last year’s balance.  
b. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there were 15 zoning events including 4 regarding building plans and 9 from realtors regarding property for sale.  Schmiege also completed on-going site review for the Special Land Use Permit Application from Lakeside Solar.  He also worked with Jonathon Degen regarding fire protection on STR potential 911 calls.  Howell responded to several questions including hunting on White River Township property.  It was noted that a new sign is posted regarding no hunting.  He also sent 3 letters to residents.  
c. Solid Waste: Harris; no update
d. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel; New budget for 2026 is $25,000 for the fireworks show.  $10,000 will come from City of Whitehall and City of Montague.  The remaining balance will need to be obtained through fundraising.  The committee is planning to apply for a raffle license.  There will be 100 tickets at $100 each with 9 drawings.  
e. White Lake Association: Kriesel; no update 
f. Recycling: Goericke; no update.  
g. Planning Commission: Wackernagel; Planning Commission reviewed Lakeside Solar’s answers to questions from consultants and site review at the last special meeting.  Many answers were not helpful.  Questions from 11/22/25 remain unanswered.  At the last special meeting, PC heard reports from Crancer on Vegetative Plantings and Francis on Vegetative Screening.  At the next regular meeting, there will be more experts presenting as well as a summary of other reports provided.  PC is working diligently to make an informed decision.  
h. Bike Path: Anderson; no update.
i. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; There were bills approved of $25,712.  Fruitland Township reports that they want to be a member of the White Lake Ambulance Authority in 2026. 
j. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; the new 2024 fire truck is operational and replaced the 1987 truck that will be for sale.  Paid sick leave is being addressed and how it affects paid volunteers.  
k. [bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Accounts Payable: Kriesel reviewed budget amendments.  License and Permit revenue proposed increase of $27,000. Building inspector, mechanical, electrical, plumbing and zoning administrator increase of $27,000.  Net effect of changes is zero.   Harris moved to approve the budget amendment. Anderson supported.  Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes Goericke The motion was unanimously approved. Goericke, Accounts payable was $110,127.98 for the month of November. There were a couple larger bills including Pierson Drain Commitment to Muskegon County of $66,974.63 and the Geronimo escrow bills totaling $33,058.70.  (Net meter [roof top Solar] November bill was reduced by $3.86) Harris moved to approve the accounts payable. Anderson supported.  Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
.
8. Other Business or Correspondence: Goericke wanted to thank Craig Harris for hanging the Christmas Wreath in the Townhall and shared that we have a new snow plow service from John Lindell.  

9. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each  
a. [bookmark: _Hlk208576732]Paul Shroeder, Resident, asked about the Gray Dunes property to see if the Township is interested in purchasing.  Bailey responded that there was neutral discussion.  It is fragile property with no access.  The Conservation District wants to preserve it as it is.
b. Mike Vargo, Resident, wants to thank the Board for all their work and for putting a moratorium in place for Data Centers.  He mentioned that some boards have signed NDA’s with Data Center developers.  There is a prohibition that can be signed against NDA’s and requests the Board consider signing a prohibition on NDA with Data Center developers.  
c. Mary Jo Ernst, Resident, thanks the board for putting a moratorium in place for the data center ordinance.  Data Centers are exploding in rural communities and there seems to be a combined attack from Big Solar and Data Centers.  Urges Board to move along progress during moratorium.  She thanks the Board that this is a safe place for comments and that the Board is open to listening to the community.    

10. Adjournment: Goericke moved to adjourn.  Anderson supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 7:40 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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