WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2025  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present.

1. Approval of Agenda: Harris moved to approve the agenda with the change to add approval of Special Board Meeting minutes from November 1, 2025, and to add the Planning Commission fund request to New Business 6B.  Kriesel supported the motion to approve the agenda with change.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of October 14, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes. Goericke made the motion to approve October 14, 2025, minutes. Harris supported the motion of October 14, 2025, minutes.  All in favor, none opposed.  The October 14, 2025, minutes are approved.  Approval of November 1, 2025, Township Special Board meeting minutes. Harris made the motion to approve November 1, 2025, minutes. Anderson supported the motion of November 1, 2025, minutes.  All in favor, none opposed.  The November 1, 2025, Special Board minutes are approved.

3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Kim Cyr – Muskegon County Commissioner had two updates. First update was regarding the Muskegon Airport.  There was a dedication of the new airport and 1000 people attended.  There was $22 million spent on the runways.  The director Ken Efting had a huge positive impact.  Denver Air addition has been very helpful, including $69 flights and also free parking.  The second update was regarding the $30 million available from MI Neighborhood for home improvements for low- and moderate-income residents. 
B.  Marisa McGlue – CEIC update with a special thank you for any veterans in attendance for their service. Update from CEIC includes the removal of lime from Mirror Lake has been completed and the goal is to restore the area to a functioning wetland. Also, the Corrective Measures Study given to EGLE from Chemours has been posted on EGLE’s website.  The study needs to be approved by EGLE, and next step will be a Corrective Measures Implementation Plan.  The Implementation Plan could be released as early as this June and requires a public hearing to be accepted.  CEIC has also restarted discussions with organizations such as the Land Conservancy of West Michigan for the purchase of Chemours property, especially 60 acres that borders White Lake.  Also grant applications continue for the possible restoration of Sadony Bayou.    
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
     5. Old Business:
 
A. Master Plan – The Master Plan was received from the Planning Commission and reviewed by the Board.  Harris motioned to approve the resolution approving the draft White River Township Master Plan for distribution and asserting the township board’s right to adopt such Master Plan.  Kriesel seconded the motion.  Discussion included Goericke acknowledging a lot of time spent on Master Plan by the planning commission and really appreciates the new maps.  Bailey noted that using Williams and Works was well worth it.  Roll call Vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
B. Parks and Recreation Plan: Goericke moved to authorize the 30-Day review and public hearing notice for the White River Township Board Five Year Parks and Recreation Plan.  Harris supported.  All in favor.  Motion Passed.  The public hearing is possibly going to be December 16 at 6:00 PM.
C. Election Update – Goericke reported there were 308 Votes in total including 212 absentee ballots.  268 voted Yes which was 87%.  It passed in White River Township and overall.  

[bookmark: _Hlk212124315]6. New Business:
 
A. Bike Trail: PC hands bike trail back to Board due to long term relationships and knowledge about the bike trail history.  Harris re-nominated Anderson as Bike Trail Representative. Prein and Newhof held discussion with committee regarding bike trail cost update.  The proposal was put on hold.
 
B. Wackernagel: Planning Commission Fund Request.  Request board approves the Township attorney bills related to the special land use permit application from Lakeside Solar, LLC to be paid out of the Lakeside Solar, LLC Escrow.  Also requested is up to $1000 for the White Lake Fire District Marshall to provide a health, safety and emergency response analysis of the SLU permit application out of the Lakeside Solar escrow balance.  Goericke made a motion to approve the fund request.  Harris Supported.  Roll call Vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved. 

7. Reports
a. Financial Report: Kriesel reported on the October 2025 report an ending balance of $712,116.31.  The restricted Geronimo escrow account is included in the ending balance.  Without the escrow balance, compared to last year the balances are up approximately $25,000.  
b. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there were 22 zoning events including 3 approved site reviews and 4 STR related questions.  Schmiege prepared a key learnings page from the MTA seminar he attended last month.  He also has prepared a 17-page site review for the Special Land Use Permit Application.  He mentioned the importance of keeping good records.  For the site review he used measurable standards and was very precise.  The site review results showed that the permit application was incomplete.  Howell reported no new complaints.
c. Solid Waste: Harris; at the last meeting the financial results reviewed were positive.  Also, it is reported that customer numbers are growing.  EGLE will be looking at compliance at transfer stations in the future.  Winter hours will be 9-4 and they will be closed on the holidays.
d. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel; no update
e. White Lake Association: Kriesel; the testing for the first year 2024 has been completed.  The lake is in good health except for higher nitrates and phosphorous at 2 locations in lake.  The 2025 Smart Buoy funded by EGLE also has reported lots of information.  For 2026, they plan for more sensors to look for invasive species.  Drones will also be added.  There will be a new Free Life Jacket Station at the Lau Road Boat Launch.  They are also working with the kids on lake ecology.  There are also plans for Clean Boat, Clean Water signs and tools for the boat launch.  
f. Recycling: Goericke; no update.  
g. Planning Commission: Wackernagel; reported that there will be two public hearings on 11/13/25 at 6:30 for amendments to the ordinance on subsection 3.46 (c)(7) Short Term Rentals and Section 19.02A(5) and 19.02C Non-Conforming Structures.  After the Public Hearings the Planning Commission will adjourn into closed session pursuant to MCL 15.268(1)(h) to discuss a written confidential legal opinion with Township attorney.  On 10/28/2025, there was a Special meeting for the Master Plan and the Parks and Recreation Plan.  At the next regular Planning Commission meeting on 11/18/2025 at 6:30 to be held at the Nellie B Chisolm Montague Middle School at 4700 Stanton Blvd. in Montague, there will be an overview of the special land use permit application.  The presentation will be completed by Chris Doozan, Township Planner from McKenna.  Also, there will be questions about the application shared by Chris Doozan and Leslie Zawada, Civil Engineer and answers to those questions from Lakeside Solar, LLC.  
h. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; There were bills approved of $36,158.12.  Response time was 10.56 minutes and 7.87 minutes in the White Lake area and 7.65 minutes for priority #1 calls.  No decision has been made by Fruitland Township at this time.  The next meetings are November 19th and December 17th.  
i. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; the new 2024 fire truck is operational.  It is about a 2-year process to order new fire trucks and the cost is approximately $800,000 each. 
j. Accounts Payable: Goericke (Net meter [roof top Solar] August bill was reduced by $5.22)
[bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Accounts payable at $34,697.35 for the month of October. There were a couple larger bills including the Muskegon Assessor and the Township attorney.  Kriesel moved to approve the accounts payable. Anderson supported.  Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
.
8. Other Business or Correspondence: Paul Shroeder from the Muskegon Conservation District was contacted by Grey Dunes regarding Lost Lake.  The discussion was about 2 parcels without road access.  Grey Dunes may want to donate the parcels to the Conservation District and Ron Bailey was asked if the Township might be interested in shared ownership.  There is lake access only.  Muskegon Conservation may present more information in the future. 

9. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each  
a. [bookmark: _Hlk208576732]Mike Vargo, Resident.  He had a recycling question and Goericke shared information regarding the meetings and the transfer station.  Kriesel mentioned that Kuerth’s Disposal may have recycling pick up for some areas of the Township.  
b. Deb Harris, Resident.  Mentioned that a few Board members attended a Road Kill Banquet Road Commission dinner event.  The County received a $7 million increase (35%) for road improvements in Muskegon County.  The Road Commission will focus on culverts, chip & seal, new trucks and bridges.  

10. Adjournment: Goericke moved to adjourn.  Anderson supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 8:01 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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