WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026  7:00 PM
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee and Deb Harris Trustee: All Present.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk216248722]Approval of Agenda: ●Harris moved to approve the agenda as presented. Kriesel seconded. All in favor, motion carried, agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of December 9, 2025, Township Board meeting minutes: ●Kriesel moved to approve the December 9, 2025, minutes. Anderson seconded.  All in favor, motion carried. December 9, 2025, minutes are approved.  
3. Public comment: 
Kim Cyr, Muskegon County Commissioner, spoke about Consumers Energy solar project.

4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). All Board members spoke thanking the Planning & Zoning Commission and Zoning Administrator for all their hard work and time put into the Special Land Use Permit Application from Lakeside Solar.
5. [bookmark: _Hlk216248799]Old Business:
A. Resolution 79-2026 - New Five Year Parks And Recreation Plan: ●Goericke moved to adopt Resolution 79-2026. A Resolution Adopting A New Five-Year Parks and Recreation Plan. Anderson seconded. Roll call vote; Harris-yes, Anderson-yes, Goericke-yes, Kriesel-yes, Bailey-yes. All in favor, motion carried. Resolution 79-2026 stands adopted.
B. STR (Short Term Rental) Application and draft building inspector checklist: Zoning Administrator spoke about application, fees and checklist. Township attorney is looking over for final preview. 
C. MADL (Muskegon Area District Library) will be bringing programs to the township hall Saturday March 3rd, April 4th and May 2nd from 10:15 am-12:00 noon. Programs will be free to residents.
[bookmark: _Hlk212124315]      6. New Business: 

A. Farmers Market Voucher Report: Goericke reported that 82% of vouchers were redeemed by residents.
B. Senior Millage: Kriesel proposed 2026 Senior Millage Allocation. $8000.00 Viking Athletic Center, $800.00 White Lake Senior Center, $2218.00 Agewell Services and $1,000.00 Farmer’s Market vouchers. Totaling $12,018.00. ●Goericke moved to approve the proposed 2026 Senior Allocation. Harris seconded. Motion carried. Senior millage allocation stands approved.
C. Grant Letter for CEIC: ●Goericke moved to approve the letter to Dr. Holtgren as written. Kreisel seconded. Motion Carried, the letter to Dr. Holtgren stands approved as written.
7. Reports:
A. Financial Report: Balance as of December 31, 2025, is $520,483.65
B. Zoning: Schmiege - 11 zoning events, Howell – 2 complaints, 2 letters.
C. Solid Waste: no update
D. Recycling: no update
E. White Lake Fireworks: no update
F. White Lake Association: no update
G. Bike Committee: no update
H. Planning Commission: Resolution 78-2026 approved the Special Land Use Permit for Lakeside Solar, LLC, with 52 conditions. Available on township website. 
I. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Bills approved for $26,794.43.
J. Fire Authority: no update
K. [bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Accounts Payable: ●Kriesel moved to approve accounts payable for $47,604.92 plus pay bills that are being waited on - Attorney, Williams & Works and clarification on one expert. Harris seconded. Roll call vote; Anderson-yes, Harris-yes, Goericke-yes, Kriesel-yes, Bailey-yes. All in favor, motion carried. The accounts payable stands approved.
8. Other Business or Correspondence: 
-Bailey reported that MDOT will be making improvements in 2027 from s-curve to Stanton.
-Goericke reported that our website will need to be ADA complaint by April 2027. Website manager will be working on.
-Don Kline is stepping down from Board of Review, Ty Kline is taking his place and Bill Bergerson will be Chairman.
[bookmark: _Hlk208576732]      9.   Public Comment:

-Claire Schlaff, Resident, there will be a Data Center meeting on January 20th at the VAC 3:30-5:00.
-Mike Vargo, Resident, spoke about the MDOT repairs and the need to change/improve the crosswalk in Montague.
Adjournment: ●Goericke moved to adjourn at 8:05pm.  Anderson seconded.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Semelbauer, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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