WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2026  7:00 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The meeting of the White River Township Board was called to order at 7:00 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present.

1. [bookmark: _Hlk216248722]Approval of Agenda: Anderson moved to approve the agenda as stated.  Harris supported the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved.   
2. Approval of January 13, 2026, Township Board meeting minutes. Anderson made the motion to approve January 13, 2026, minutes. Kriesel supported the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.  January 13, 2026, minutes are approved.  

3. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Kim Cyr – County Commissioner District #1 – reported that there has been a $9 million dollar appropriation for a non-motorized path from Fenner near the North Muskegon State Park along Scenic Drive to the Duck Lake State Park funded with a grant.
B. Marisa McGlue – Resident reported on the CEIC update.  The goal of CEIC is to clean up and preserve Chemours.  There will be a presentation this Spring on the corrective measures report due out in June and another presentation about Data Centers on March 24th at 5:30 PM at the White Lake Library.  Also, there was a grant applied for by Coastal Management for the engineering and design review of Sadony Bayou.  Due to a technical glitch, the team will re-submit for a grant again in 2027.
C. Clare Schlaff - Resident – She hopes for conservation of the forestry of Chemours and believes it is still possible.
4. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
A.  Kriesel noted that Pam Degen and the Emergency Team will be putting on a class on 2/22 at 9AM for CPR certification and first aid.

B. Goericke noted that the MTA document Principals of Governance has 10 pledges and has been signed by each board member.  

     5. Old Business:
[bookmark: _Hlk216248799] 
A. Final adoption of Master Plan, Resolution 81-2026. Goericke moved to approve the final adoption of the Master Plan.   Anderson supported the motion. Roll call Vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The final adoption of the Master Plan Resolution 81-2026 was unanimously approved.
B. Short Term Rental Comprehensive Package including License, the Rental Inspection Requirements and the Short-Term Rental Permit Application. Goericke moved to approve and Kriesel supported.  Harris suggested that one requirement be removed; cut all grass and weeds more than 10 inches due to ornamental grasses. Goericke moved to approve the STR package with the omission stated.  Harris supported. All in Favor.  Short Term Rental Comprehensive Package was approved. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212124315]6. New Business: 
	A.  Kriesel noted that the 2026-2027 budget session would follow the regular meeting.
 	B. Goericke noted that White River Township is required to put a Life Ring Removal Notice in 
	    Paper to get the Community Foundation support.  The funding is split with Fruitland Town-
	    Ship and they will pay half of the fee to put the notice in the paper.  
 

7. Reports
a. Financial Report: Kriesel reported January expenses were $73,453.99 including both payroll and accounts payable.  The revenue was $30,422.16.  The ending general fund without the escrow balance was $515,270.57.
b. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that there are 3 land divisions.  Other calls included STR process, building additions, private road questions and reviewing building plans.  Schmiege also signed up for the MTA capital conference that will provide update on PA233 as well as other information.  The fee is $100 and is not seeking reimbursement.    
c. Solid Waste: Harris; There was a meeting on January 20th.  They had a clean audit.  Dump day will be May 2nd and there will be tickets as they have done in the past.  They announced moving to summer hours from April to September.  They switched banks and now use the credit union.  They are also discussing Earned Sick Time Pay.
d. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel; The committee is planning to use a lottery raffle for fund raising.  It is called 100/100 Raffle.  There will be 3 weeks of drawings for 100 raffles at $100 each.  They will pay out $5000 and earn $5000.
e. White Lake Association: Kriesel; no update 
f. Recycling: Goericke; no update.  
g. Planning Commission: Wackernagel; Planning Commission is working on a Data Center Ordinance and an Event Venue Ordinance.  Both currently have a moratorium.  Next month the PC will continue to work on the Data Center Ordinance.  Montague Township is hosting a special meeting on March 12th at 7:00 PM to provide a presentation from Sarah Mills from U of M regarding data centers.   
h. Bike Path: Anderson has been in communication with Jeff Auch and Jeff King to align on bike trail issues.  
i. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; There was an emergency at Aludyne and it was handled extremely well by the Ambulance Authority. Fruitland Township may join with a contract, not a millage, and that is still being discussed.  
j. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; Had a standard meeting and discussed policies.
k. [bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Accounts Payable: Goericke, Accounts payable were $26,279.51 for the month of February. Approximately $7600 of that will come out of the escrow.  There is still one outstanding bill from Foster Swift.   Kriesel moved to approve the accounts payable including the outstanding bill from Foster Swift. Harris supported.  Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
.
8. Other Business or Correspondence: Bailey mentioned that residents and the Township has received letters from Geronimo stating that they plan to apply directly to the State for the Lakeside Solar project.  The MPSC has one year to approve or deny the application.  

9. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each  
a. [bookmark: _Hlk208576732]Claire Schlaff, Resident.  Wants to save the forest on Chemours property.  She asked Chemours about making their land a nature preserve and they said yes with partners.  There are potential partners in White Lake and Muskegon.
b. Denise Eilers, Resident.  Wants to encourage board to provide information about Dump Day on what will and will not be accepted.  
c. Bill Bergerson, Resident.  Wants to “forward think” about potential in the non-motorized trail from North Muskegon State Park to Duck Lake State Park.  If the trail is expanded to the Fruitland Township Boat launch and if White River Township improves their boat launch, an Uber Ferry could be created to take people from one side of lake to the other side. 
d. Beth Pickard, Resident – Hopes the Township will consider putting steps down to beach on Hancock Road as part of the budget approval process.     

10. Adjournment: Anderson moved to adjourn.  Kriesel supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm

BUDGET WORK SESSION
26-27 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET

1. The budget work session began at 8:10pm and was adjourned at 8:50pm. The budget will be presented to the public at a Public Hearing before the regular board meeting on March 10th, 2026, at 6:30pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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