WHITE RIVER TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETING AND PUBLIC HEARING
IN PERSON      TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026  6:30 PM
 Social Distancing is recommended.
Meeting Minutes

The public hearing of the White River Township Board was called to order at 6:30 PM by Supervisor Ron Bailey with the pledge of allegiance at the White River Township Hall.

Roll Call: Ronald Bailey Supervisor, Julie Goericke Clerk, Mary Kriesel Treasurer, Laura Anderson Trustee & Deb Harris Trustee: All Present.

1. Public Hearing regarding proposed budget for fiscal year 26-27
A.  Open Public Hearing. Harris moved to open the hearing and Kriesel supported the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.  
B. Discussion of Budget for FY 26-27.  Kriesel explained the budget including the increase in insurance expenses.  The budget was adjusted by $34,878.23 to have a balanced budget of $463,653.23.
C. Public Comment: Dave Pickard, Resident mentioned that the public did not have details to review on the budget.  Bill Bergeson, Resident questioned how money would get approved for stairs to lake and boat launch improvements.
D. Close Public Hearing.  Goericke moved to close the hearing and Harris supported the motion. All in favor, none opposed
2. Public Hearing regarding the adoption of Resolution 79-2026-1 to adopt the Parks and Rec 5-year Plan for White River Township.
A. Open Public Hearing.  Harris moved to open the hearing and Goericke supported the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.
B. Discussion of Resolution 79-2026-1.  The public hearing is a formality required by law.  Goericke moved to adopt resolution 79-2026-1 and Harris supported the motion.  Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
C. Public Comment: Beth Pickard mentioned that the parks and rec plan is a nice document.
D. Close Public Hearing.  Goericke moved to close the public hearing and Anderson supported.  All in favor, none opposed.  
3. [bookmark: _Hlk216248722]Approval of Agenda: Harris moved to approve the agenda with the addition of 8B Budget approval.  Kriesel supported the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.  The agenda is approved with the addition of 8B Budget approval.    
4. Approval of February 10, 2026, Township Board meeting minutes. Kriesel made the motion to approve February 10, 2026, minutes as stated. Harris supported the motion.  All in favor, none opposed.  The February 10, 2026, minutes are approved.  

5. Public comment: Public comments are limited to 3 minutes each.
A. Clare Schlaff – Resident, provided history of CEIC and the contamination of the DuPont/Chemours water.  CEIC has been working on this since 2015 and has met 2 times per month.  There is a lot of work to do in 2026 as the action plan becomes complete.  Public support is needed.  
6. Special Order of Business: (Comments by Board Members). 
A.  Bailey noted that March 11 (3 pm to 9 pm) and March 12 (9 am to 3 pm) is the board of review.

     7. Old Business:
[bookmark: _Hlk216248799] 
A. Bailey provided an update on the Michigan Municipal VS SOM regarding PA 233. The hearing date has been set for April 15, 2026, 10 AM.  White River Township is included in the 90 approximate townships in the lawsuit.  The issue goes back to October 10th, 2024.
[bookmark: _Hlk212124315]     8. New Business: 
	
A. Schmiege reviewed the STR inspection check sheet.  He noted that the fee of $75 would be charged for the inspection of the STR’s.  Only STR’s that pass all other areas would be inspected.  Schmiege suggested that the $75 fee come out of the $150 STR annual fee.  
B. Anderson moved to accept the budget as presented. Goericke supported the motion.  Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved

9. Reports
A. Financial Report: Kriesel reported that the ending general fund without the escrow balance was $588,170.86.  It was noted that the new report was very easy to read.  
B. Zoning: Howell/Schmiege; Schmiege reported that calls included STR process, building additions, private road questions and reviewing building plans.  Howell had one complaint but it was more of a property owner dispute.  
C. Solid Waste: Harris; no meeting.  She is gathering items on what is allowed for the free dump day.  She will share the information when complete.  
D. Recycling: Goericke – no update
E. White Lake Fireworks: Kriesel; There will be 3 weeks of drawings for 100 raffles at $100 each.  They will pay out $5000 and earn $5000. She has tickets if anyone is interested.  
F. White Lake Association: Kriesel; no update 
G. Bike Trail: Anderson.  There was a meeting with Jeff King and Jeff Auk.  There is discussion about next steps and meeting with the Road Commission about the bridge scheduled to be repaired in 2027.  
H. Planning Commission: Wackernagel; Planning Commission is working on a Data Center Ordinance.  There will be a public hearing on 4/1 regarding the Data Center Ordinance.  
I. White Lake Ambulance Authority: Anderson; Fruitland township now wants to be included with a millage.  There is a lot of discussion on how to move forward fairly.  All townships will need to vote on a resolution to be sure there is agreement and clarity on the complications.  
J. Montague Fire District Authority: Bailey; Chief Ron Anderson has put in his resignation.  The fire board will meet to discuss potential candidates.  
K. [bookmark: _Hlk203207258]Accounts Payable: Kriesel explained budget amendments regarding a $14,555 adjustment from attorney expense to miscellaneous other expenses.  Harris made a motion to move $14,555 from Attorney and move to the following line items; move $250 to Supervisor, move $305 to Treasurer/Deputy, move $11,000 to Insurance, move $1,000 to Zoning, and move $2,000 to Electrical Inspector. Anderson supported the motion.  Roll call vote: Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.  Goericke, Accounts payable were $42,720.08 for the month of March including the bill for insurance of $29,808.  Goericke moved to approve the accounts payable. Kriesel supported.  Roll call Vote:  Anderson – yes, Harris – yes, Kriesel – yes, Goericke – yes, Bailey – yes.  The motion was unanimously approved.
.
10. Other Business or Correspondence: Kriesel reviewed a library program being held at White River Township Hall.  Upcoming events include April 4th at 11 AM and May 2nd at 11 AM both regarding Astronomy.  Also, Goericke mentioned an EGLE correspondence that she received about a Buoy in Lake Michigan.  

11. Public Comment Limited to 3 minutes each  
a. [bookmark: _Hlk208576732]Paul Schroeder, Resident. Asked about the STR and about the buoy
b. Claire Schlaff, Requests that the Township approve a letter for a grant.  There is a new grant opportunity, and they will need a letter for support.  It is regarding Sadony Bayou.  

12. Adjournment: Goericke moved to adjourn.  Anderson supported the motion to adjourn.  All members say Aye, none say no, Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Lauren Wackernagel, Deputy Clerk

Julie Goericke, Clerk
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